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Who We Are

The O'ahu RC&D Coung
is a communiyased non
-profit 501(c)(3)
organization. Our missio
is to improve the quality
of life of the people of
Odahu by e
and assisting local
leadership to develop
and carry out activities
that conserve and sustai
our natural,
cultural and economic

Our Vision:

A healthy and
vibrant island
built around
strong
communities.

human Taro and Banana Farm on Oahu.

resources. What We Do

The Council is governed
by a volunteer Board of

Directors representing all
areas of Oahu as well as

the three Oahu Soil and
Water Conservation

Districts and the City and
County of Honolulu. The
Board governs the policy,
direction and activities of
the O ahu RC&D.

Contact Us!

PH: 808483-8600 x112

99-193 Aiea Hts. Dr. #111
Aiea, HI 96701

admin@oahurcd.org

www.oahurcd.org

Our program objectives are twiold. First, we aim to protect and enhance the natural
resources (healthy soil, clean water, native species) of our island home. Second, we wc
to promote rural communities through projects that build community capacity, suppo
businesses and foster economic growth. We believe that healthy and prosperous
communities and carefully stewarded natural resources are mutually supportive, anc
essential to our sustainability and vizding.

In 2009, the O ahu RC&D pursued four broad goals:

1) Watershed Enhancement: Enhance, improve and manage water quality and flow in
Oahu watersheds, such as the Waimanalo Watershed project.

2) Community and Agricultural Development: Increase the business, technical, and
production capacity of O ahu agribusinesses, including workshops on record keeping
and pest management, and the Oahu Agricultural Development Program.

3) Land Management: Provide letegm protection for agricultural lands via facilitating
conservation easements, including recent partnership initiatives to preserve important
agricultural lands.

4) Land Conservation: Assist Oahu farmers and ranchers in the adoption of conservatio
practices that protect soil, water, air, plant and animal resources, through the
development and implementation of conservation plans in partnership with the Soil
and Water Conservation Districts.

The complete 2062011 Area Strategic Plan, as well as Annual Plans for 2009 and

2010, are posted on our website.
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O ahu RC&D 2009 Annual Répetivities and Accomplishments

Cover Crop Program Watershed Restoration

Work intensified on a thregear

project to promote cover crop use
among farmers as a means to protect
soil and reduce pest problems and
pesticide use. Partners at five sites
hosted field days featuring sunn
hemp, buckwheat, oats, or a
combination of the three. Soils and

Watershed Planner Jean Brokish
launched a thregear, $400,000
watershed protection project in
Waimanalo. The project aims to
improve water quality by reducing
nutrient and sediment loads
currently washing into local
streams. Initial work included

cash crops were analyzed to assess extensive community outreach and
the impact of the cover crops on soil Vetiver Promotion preliminary analysis of the sources
health and pest populations, and of pollutants. Funding for the

Vetiver is a robust grass with deep
roots that has proven effective at
controlling soil and water loss,
particularly on slopes. It is ron
invasive and drought tolerant. We
planted vetiver demonstration plots
at Waimanalo, Kunia and Mililani,
and held two field days for almost
100 people. To encourage vetiverds
use on Oahu, a DVD and market

analysis report were produced.

Both are available on our website.

economic benefits of cover crop use. project was provided by EPA and

the Hawaii Department of Health.

Conservation Planning Agricultural Business Training Agricultural Development
Conservation Planning is a service  In partnership with the Ag Incubator 2009 saw the conclusion of one
which provides assistance to farmers,program at the University of round of agricultural development
ranchers, and nursery operators Hawaii, we produced the 9page projects, and the beginning of
looking to improve resource Hawaii Agribusiness Guidehaokl another. Projects completed included
management, minimize soil loss, use conducted a series of workshops  construction of a greenhouse for
water efficiently, and reduce addressing agricultural Maunawili Greens, installation of an
pesticide use. The program is egg washing machine for KK Poultry,
voluntary. Working with partners in land-clearing for corn production at
the Soil and Water Conservation Twinbridge Farms, and new fish
Districts and the Natural Resources tanks for Hawaii Fish Farm.
Conservation Service, Conservation .

Planner Lisa Schofield completed New grants totaling $60,000 were

awarded to Naked Cow Dairy to
purchase cheesaaking equipment;
Hawaiian Turfgrass to expand an
irrigation

) ) ) system usin
bookkeeping, business practices,  recycled
and marketing and branding. The  \yater: and
Guidebook has been translated into Hawaii Fish

conservation plans for nine farms
encompassing almost 600 acres. Plans
were implemented on five farms, and
19 new farmers signed up as
cooperators!

Laotian, and both versions are Earm for £
available on our website. emergency | %«% i
enerators 3 {0
9 Cranperr ha%(%_‘ d
and ani(c{drb hurne
. o Y tranberry
improved |

Photos: Topsunn hemp cover crop field day; .
vetiver grass; watershed field day. Bottem aeration
consulting with cooperator; QuickBooks trainingguipment.
promoting local cheese. =
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